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PAR GERARD DE JOUY

A l'occasion deé I'Exposition
universelle de Shanghai
1010, la Métropole lilloise
puvre une représentation
en plein centre de la ville,
de mai ajuillet 2010. Le
Pavillon Lille Europe sera un
des 5 Pavillons frangais de
I'exposition universelle.
Pendant trois mois, ce
pavillon sera un lieu de
rendez-vous convivial,
mettant en avant la culture,
lagastronomie, les artistes,
l'innovation de nos
entreprises etle

dynamisme de la
Métropole lilloise

dans l'esprit des grandes
manifestations qu'elle sait
produire, comme
Capitale Européenne de
la Culture ou Lille3000.

Le pavillon pourra ainsi étre

réserve - en partie ou en
totalité - par les entreprises
pour une heure, une
journée, ou davantage.
Shangai 2010

du 1°'Maiau 16 Juillet2010
www.shanghai2010.fr

culturel du 14/03 au 12/07/09 a Lille (59) - DIDIER FUSILLIER : directeur de Lille 3000

ASSOCIATION LILLE 3000 : organisatrice de Lille 3000 - LILLE 2004 ou LILLE 3000 ou EUROPE XXL : événement
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Sailing
through the
wind.

» High-tech textiles at the Pavilion Lille Europe

By Mao Jiayu

ave you ever imagined the clothes
H you are wearing could give off a

fragrance, change color or even
display movies? It sounds like science fic-
tion, but from May 1 to July 15 an exhibi-
tion entitled Futuro Textiles presented by
Pavilion Lille Europe at Shanghai Hong
Miao Gallery is showcasing these dream-
like pieces of clothing.

Futuro Textiles is a world-touring exhi-
bition combining science, technology and
art with textiles. The Pavilion Lille Europe
is one of France’s five official pavilions,
but the only one outside of the Expo site.
According to Dorothée Griset, the public
relations officer for the Shanghai leg of
Futuro Textiles, “This venue is free to the
public from 10:00 to 16:00 everyday. We
picked the Hong Miao Gallery for our
exhibition site because it’s located in the
downtown area of Shanghai on Nanjing
Road East. We hope that people walking by
can stop in and get a better idea of one of
the France’s most important industries.”
Indeed, Griset thought that the opportu-
nity to promote France’s textile industry
was so great, that she quit her previous job
in France to come to Shanghai.

When walking into the Pavilion Lille
Europe, you're welcomed by the violet
fragrance of bubbles diffusing at the door.
These perfumed bubbles are the work of
French perfumery artist, Francis Kurkd-
jian and his bubble machine. Kurkdjian is
most famous as the creator of the men’s
perfume, La Male for Jean-Paul Gaultier
in 1995.

Both sides of the hall are used to display
two unusual textile pieces, a white cocoon
full-length dress and an upside-down tex-
tile version of the Mona Lisa. The cocoon
dress was made by local fashion designer
and artist, Yang Qingqing, one of the first
women in China to distinguish herself
as an image consultant. After Mona Lisa 2
is an unprecedented work by a New York
artist, Devorah Sperber. Altogether
5,184 differently colored spools

of thread faithfully copy Da

Vinci’s most famous work.
These two textile works
are just art

Fabrics

of the

future

pieces, but Griset joked, “If you don’t mind
getting naked, you could try one on.”

In the first exhibition room three
“magical” suits by fashion designers from
Lille are on display. The Sweet Armor
(tianzhuangjia) by Christophe Guérin
changes color when touched; Sailing
through the Wind, (chuanyuefeng) by Peggy
H automatically radiates a deep fluores-
cent bluish-green patterns in the dark, and
Make A Wish (xugeyuan) also by Peggy H
exudes a green tea fragrance from its flow-
ing strips when touched.

A number of extraordinary fabrics
are also on display at the exhibit. On the
wall of a dark room hangs a rugged, thick
fabric with a strikingly lifelike red goldfish
swimming on it. Although the fish is cur-
rently projected onto the fabric from a pro-
jector unit just like a conventional video,
Griset spoke excitedly about it, “It’s still in
the experimental stage. In the future, there
will be tiny filming devices contained in
the fabric.” The hope is that in the future,
you could walk down the street wearing a
t-shirt with fish swimming on it.

Another room displays a 1.47 square
meter piece of optical

fibers woven together by
Daniel Buren. The work
contains its own light
source, utilizing the
optical fibers and LED
lights in the fabric.
However, the fabric is
rather thick, making it
appropriate for indoor
decoration, not fash-
ion. Griset expressed
her admiration for the
work, “The patterns in it can
be changed if you want. A single
piece of cloth could be displayed
in a variety of different ways. Just
imagine if this fabric were used in a
nightclub; it'd be amazing.”

For a glimpse of more industrial-
ly-oriented, high-technology fabrics
you can also see the smooth weave
of threads drawn out directly
from basalt and stainless steel,
or a soft, light fabric resistant
to fire and high temperatures
of up to 400 degrees.

Despite the wonder and
promise of these materi-
als, the cost to produce
them still prohibits
their commercial use.
Large-scale production
will require further
scientific investigation.
Griset pondered, “These
fabrics are inspired by the craziest
dreams, but will also serve to cre-
ate tomorrow’s dreams as well.
You can be sure that they will be
part of the future of fashion.”

Cocoon dress.
Photos: Mao Jiayu
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